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CURRENT POSITION 
2018 – pres. Full Professor, Comparative BioCognition (CBC), Institute of Cognitive  
   Science (IKW), Osnabrück University, Osnabrück, Germany. 
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   Germany.  
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2005 – 2007 Postdoctoral Fellow, School of Psychology, University of St. Andrews, UK. 
2003 – 2005 Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Psychology, University of Alberta,  
   Canada. 

FELLOWSHIPS 
2010 – 2011 British Academy Small Research Grant, School of Psychological Sciences,  
  University of Manchester, UK. 
2008 – 2011 Supervision-Fellowship, School of Psychological Sciences, University of 
  Manchester, UK. 
2008 – 2009 Royal Society Seed Corn fund, School of Psychological Sciences, University of 
  Manchester, UK. 
2007 – 2008 Postdoctoral Fellowship of the EU 6th Framework Nest Pathfinder Initiative,  
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  Osnabrück University (≈ 150 participants), Germany. 
2022 – 2024  “The mentality of great apes by Wolfgang Köhler. One century later”,  
  (Study project, MSc module), Osnabrück University, Germany. 
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2020 – 2022 “Machine learning meets animal communication”,  
  (Study project, MSc module), Osnabrück University,  Germany. 
2020 – 2022 “What can cognitive scientists do to save chimpanzees?”  
  (Study project, MSc module), Osnabrück University, Germany. 
2021 – pres. “Foundations of Cognitive Science”, lecture series, IKW,  
   Osnabrück University (≈ 150 participants), Germany. 
2019 – 2020 “What is Waza thinking?” Developing a new book format to foster children’s  
  cognitive development 
  (Study project, MSc module), Osnabrück University, Germany. 
2018 – pres. Primate Communications Seminar 
  (PhD- and MSc module), Osnabrück University, Germany. 
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  (PhD- and MSc module), Osnabrück University, Germany. 
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2026 – pres. Dean of the Faculty of Human Sciences, Osnabrück University. 
2022 – 2026 Vice president of the IKW, Osnabrück University. 
Since 2020 Member of the work group CRC “Developing Knowledge”, Osnabrück University. 
Since 2020 Member of the work group University of Excellence, Osnabrück University. 
Since 2020 Elected member of the Board of the IKW, Osnabrück University. 
2010 – 2020 Member of the International Max Planck Research School (IMPRS) for   

Organismal Biology, MPIO and University of Konstanz, Germany.  

PUBLICATIONS 

List of publications (in chronological order) 

[104] da Cunha Melo, V., Abreu, F., Pika, S., Souto, A., & Schiel, N. (2026). The role of intentional  
communication in monkeys: evidence from gestural signalling in common marmosets in the 
wild. Animal Behaviour, 237, 123601. 

[103] Tibesar, P., Crockford, C., Le Floch, A. & Pika, S. (2026). Turn-taking in grooming  
interactions of wild sooty mangabeys (Cercocebus atys). Animal Behaviour, 29.1: 40 

[102] Southern, L. M., Deschner, T., & Pika, S. (2025). Inquiring pant-hoots in wild  
chimpanzees and the role of social bonds and group cohesion. American Journal of  
Primatology, 87(12), e70092. 

[101] van Boekholt, B., Bosshard, A. B. & Pika, S. (2025). Sequence organisation of  
mother-infant interactions in chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes schweinfurthii) in the wild.  
Proceedings of the Royal Society B, 292.2059. 

[100] Kolff, K., Acosta Flórez, D., Mascaro, A., & Pika, S. (2025). Insect applications to  
open wounds by chimpanzees in the wild: First insights from East African  
chimpanzees. Scientific Reports, 15(1), 31242. 
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[76] Bräuer, J., Hanus, D., Pika, S., Gray, R. & Uomini, N. Old and new approaches to  
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[60] Sima, M. J., Matzinger, T., Bugnyar, T., & Pika, S. (2017). Reconciliation and third- 
party  affiliation in carrion crows. Ethology, 124, 33–44. 
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[59] Prieur, J., Barbu, S., Blois-Heulin, C., & Pika, S. (2017). Captive gorillas’ manual  
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(2016). Unpeeling the layers of language: Bonobos and chimpanzees engage in  
cooperative turn-taking sequences. Scientific Reports, 6, 25887. 

[50] Prieur, J., Pika, S., Barbu, S. & Blois-Heulin, C. (2016). A multifactorial investigation of  
captive chimpanzees' intraspecific gestural laterality. Animal Behaviour ,116, 31-43. 

[49] Fröhlich, M., Wittig, R. M. & Pika, S. (2016). ‘Should I stay or should I go?’ Initiation of  
joint travel in mother-infant dyads of two chimpanzee communities in the wild.  
Animal Cognition, 19, 483-500. 

[48] Luef, E. M., Breuer, T. & Pika, S. (2016). Food-associated calling in gorillas (Gorilla g.  
gorilla) in the wild. PlosOne 11, e0144197. 

[47] Sima, M. J., Pika, S. & Bugnyar, T. (2016). Experimental manipulation of food  
accessibility affects conflict behaviour in ravens. Ethology, 2, 114-126.  

[46] Fröhlich, M., Kuchenbuch, P., Hohmann, G., Furuichi, T., Wittig, R. M. & Pika, S.  
(2015). The development of social and spatial independence: Do bonobos (Pan  
paniscus) and chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes) differ? Folia Primatologica, 86, 284. 

[45] Pika, S. (2015). Gestural communication in nonhuman species. Emerging Trends in the  
Social and Behavioral Sciences: An Interdisciplinary, Searchable, and Linkable  
Resource, eds. Scott R., Kosslyn S. & Pinkerton N. (Wiley Online Library, New York,  
NY), pp 1-11. 

[44] Luef, E. M. & Pika, S. (2014). Acoustical variation and contextual specificity of a gorilla 
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[43] Child, S. F. J., Theakston, A. & Pika, S. (2014). How do modelled gestures influence  
Preschool children's spontaneous gesture production? Social versus semantic  
influence. Gesture, 14, 1-25. 

[42] Luef, E. M. & Pika, S. (2013). Gorilla mothers also matter! New insights on social  
transmission in gorillas (Gorilla gorilla gorilla) in captivity. PLoS ONE, 8, e79600. 

[41] Wilkinson, R., Leudar, I. & Pika, S. (2012). Requesting behaviours within episodes of  
Active sharing. In Developments in Primate Gesture Research (eds. S. Pika & K.  
Liebal), pp. 199-221.  
Amsterdam, The Netherlands John Benjamins Publishing Company. 
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[40] Scott, N. & Pika, S. (2012). A call for conformity. Gesture studies in human and non- 
Human primates. In Developments in Primate Gesture Research (eds. S. Pika & K.  
Liebal), pp. 141-163.  
Amsterdam, The Netherlands, John Benjamins Publishing Company. 

[39] Pika, S. & Liebal, K. (2012). Introduction: Developments in primate gesture research.  
In Developments in Primate Gesture Research (eds. S. Pika & K. Liebal), pp. 1-12.  
Amsterdam, The Netherlands, John Benjamins Publishing Company. 

[38] Pika, S. & Liebal, K. (2012). Developments in Primate Gesture Research, p. 256.  
Amsterdam, The Netherlands, John Benjamins Publishing Company. 

[37] Pika, S. (2012). The case of referential gestural signaling. Where next?  
Communicative & Integrative Biology, 5, 578-582. 

[36] Liebal, K. & Pika, S. (2012). Where next? In Developments in Primate Gesture Research  
(eds. S. Pika & K. Liebal), pp. 241-252.  
Amsterdam, The Netherlands, John Benjamins Publishing Company. 

[35] Hopkins, W. D., Pika, S., Liebal, K., Bania, A., Meguerditchian, A., Gardner, M. &  
Schapiro, S. J. (2012). Handedness for manual gestures in great apes. A meta- 
analysis. In Current Developments in Primate Gesture Research (eds. S. Pika & K.  
Liebal), pp. 93-111.  
Amsterdam, The Netherlands, John Benjamins Publishing Company. 

[34] Pika, S. & Bugnyar, T. (2011). The use of referential gestures in ravens (Corvus corax)  
in the wild. Nature Communications, 2, 1-5. 

[33] Clay, Z., Pika, S., Gruber, T. & Zuberbühler, K. (2011). Female bonobos use copulation  
calls as social signals. Biology Letters, 7, 513-516. 

[32] Nicoladis, E., Pika, S. & Marentette, P. (2010). Are number gestures easier than  
number words for preschoolers? Cognitive Development, 25, 247-261. 

[31] Pika, S., Nicoladis, E. & Marentette, P. (2009). How to order a beer? Cultural  
differences in the use of conventional gestures for numerals.  
Journal for Cross-Cultural Psychology, 40, 70-80. 

[30] Pika, S. & Mitani, J. (2009). The directed scratch: Evidence for a referential gesture in 
chimpanzees? In The Prehistory of Language (eds. R. Botha & C. Knight), pp. 166- 
180. Oxford, Oxford University Press. 

[29] Pika, S. (2009). Book Review: The Gestural Origin of Language, David F. Armstrong  
And Sherman E. Wilcox (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007, pp. 151).  
International Journal of Language & Communication Disorders, 44, 112-113. 

[28] Pika, S. (2009). Our grooming cousins: Providing the link to declarative signalling?  
Studies in Communication Sciences, 9, 73-102. 

[27] Nicoladis, E., Pika, S. & Marentette, P. (2009). Do French-English bilingual children  
gesture more than monolingual children?  
Journal of Psycholinguistic Research, 38, 573-585. 

[26] Pika, S. & Zuberbühler, K. (2008). Social games between bonobos and humans:  
Evidence for shared intentionality? American Journal of Primatology, 70, 207-210. 

[25] Pika, S. & Mitani, J. C. (2008). Referential gestures in chimpanzees in the wild:  
Precursors to symbolic communication? In The evolution of language: Proceedings  
of the 7th International Conference (Evolang7) (eds. A.D.M. Smith, K. Smith & R.F.  
Cancho), pp. 478-479. London, World Scientific Publishing. 

[24] Pika, S. (2008). What is the nature of the gestural communication of great apes? In  
The Shared Mind. Perspectives on Intersubjectivity (eds. J. Zlatev, T. Racine, C.  
Sinha & E. Itkonen), pp. 165-186.  
Amsterdam, the Netherlands, John Benjamins Publishing Company. 

[23] Pika, S. (2008). Gestures of apes and pre-linguistic human children: Similar or  
different? First Language, 28, 116-140. 
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[22] Arbib, M.A., Liebal, K. & Pika, S. (2008). Primate vocalization, gesture, and the  
evolution of human language. Current Anthropology, 49, 1053-1076. 

[21] Pika, S., Liebal, K., Call, J. & Tomasello, M. (2007). The gestural communication of  
apes. In Gestural Communication in Nonhuman and Human Primates (eds. K. Liebal,  
C. Müller & S. Pika), pp. 1-8.  
Amsterdam, The Netherlands, John Benjamins Publishing Company. 
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Communication of Monkeys and Apes (eds. J. Call & M. Tomasello), pp. 41-67.  
Mahwah, New York, Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 
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Mahwah, New York, Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 
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Amsterdam, The Netherlands , John Benjamins Publishing Company. 

[16] Liebal, K., Müller, C. & Pika, S. (2007). Gestural communication in nonhuman and  
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Amsterdam, The Netherlands, John Benjamins Publishing Company. 
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[11] Pika, S., Liebal, K. & Tomasello, M. (2005). Gestural communication in subadult  
bonobos (Pan paniscus): Gestural repertoire and use.  
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[10] Pika, S., Liebal, K., Call, J. & Tomasello, M. (2005). The gestural communication of  
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